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Local athletes, trainers prepare for Maccabiah Games 
Cleveland Jewish News, Steve Mark

It took a pandemic to get the Maccabiah Games off schedule, then a war to potentially threaten the 
Games again, but it appears the every-four-year Jewish Olympiad is back on track, and a delegation 
from Cleveland appears ready for the July 8 to July 22 Games in Israel. 

Cleveland will be represented on the U.S. team, including participants in girls’ soccer, girls’ 
basketball and men’s masters ice hockey. 

Marissa Lockman, a 15-year-old freshman on the Solon High School soccer team, said she can’t 
wait for the trip. 

“This is very cool to me that I actually made the U.S. team, especially out of all the people who tried 
out for the team,” Marissa told the Cleveland Jewish News. “The moment is like, ‘I really felt like I did 
something special.’” 

For Marissa, this is a long-awaited first trip to Israel that had been previously postponed. 

“I was planning on the possibility of going to Israel through BBYO or Birthright,” she said. “We were 
supposed to go last year, but we couldn’t because of the war.” 

Accompanying Marissa will be her parents and two sisters. Her father, David Lockman, gave serious 
thought to making an attempt to join his daughter as an athlete. 

“I’m so happy my daughter qualified for the trip,” said Lockman, who was toying with the idea of 
trying to qualify himself as a triathlete, but is training for a half Ironman competition in September. “I 
don’t want to mess up my training in the desert heat.” 

Lockman said he feels comfortable about the travel to Israel in the midst of the war. 

“This is a good marker in time that things are at the point when we can live our lives,” he said. 

All of those planning to make the trip to Israel know the delicate nature in the region, but have faith 
all will play out at the Games without incident. 
















